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Cal Shakes closes its 2019 season with
a powerful ‘Macbeth’ in Orinda
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From left, Jomar Tagatac (Banquo) and Rey Lucas (Macheth)

By Sophie Braccini

"It is a tale/ Told by an idiot,
full of sound and fury/ Signi-
fying nothing." The famous
Macbeth quote resounds in
the vast open space of the
Bruns Amphitheater in
Orinda, where Cal Shakes is
telling the tyrant's story, and
suddenly it seems that the
desperate words are aimed at
us in our own difficult times.
The last show of the season
from the Berkeley troupe per-
forming in Orinda is not
Shakespeare's merriest; it is
violent and bloody. Its rele-
vance today and the excel-
lence of the production make
it a must-see event.

It has been told many
times that the TV series
“Game of Thrones” stole a lot
from Shakespeare's charac-
ters. Nowhere better than in
"Macbeth" can that be seen.
Here are the thirst for power
for power's sake, the senseless

violence, the madness that
comes with too much su-
premacy, something that has
appealed to audiences all over
the world since it is said to
have premiered in front of
King James of England in
1606.

Seeing the play live on
stage adds to its impact and
the direction by Victor
Malana Maog does not hide
anything. There is no glorifi-
cation of the barbaric aspect
of the violence; it is raw and
hits the spectator in the gut.
Macbeth is a bloody tyrant
and there is nothing romantic
or appealing about it. The
brilliant general turned to
mad ambition and crime from
the prediction of three spir-
its/witches. In the time of
Shakespeare they must have
been the representation of the
devil; a more contemporary
interpretation would see
them as the unconscious de-
sires of a power-hungry man.

By his side is Lady Mac-
beth, an ambitious and ruth-
less woman who pushes her
husband to perpetrate his
first crime but who will end
her own life, driven to mad-
ness by remorse. "Here's the
smell of blood still. All per-
fumes of Arabia will not
sweeten this little hand," she
says. There is no peace possi-
ble for Macbeth and his wife;
once the first blood has been
drawn they are engulfed in a
spiral of violence till they die.

Malana Maog and his
team have constructed a set
that uses large Plexiglas walls,
between which the protago-
nists travel. The complete
transparency adds to the feel-
ing that the characters are
lost in a maze of illusion,
where sanity goes astray. It is
also used to project blood
when crimes are committed,
creating a very powerful
symbolic image of violence.
Other scenes are not as sym-
bolic and very young or sen-
sitive souls could be hurt by
the vividness of the depiction
of assassination.

The actors chosen to in-
terpret the Shakespearean
characters are up to the chal-
lenge, with impeccable elocu-
tion, and most of the time a
subtle rendition of the emo-
tions their characters are
feeling. Rey Lucas as Macbeth
is skilled at showing the nu-
ances of a man that certainly
has hubris, but is also weak to
superstition, easily manipu-
lated, a kind of vulnerable
narecissist, who ends up being
driven by his insecurities. Liz
Sklar plays a Lady Macbeth
that starts as a manipulative
wife using her charm and her
knowledge of her husband's
weaknesses to serve her own
ambition. Her despair by the
end of the play is tangible and
touching.

“Macbeth” will play at the
Bruns Amphitheater in
Orinda until Oct. 13. The
evening shows under the
stars are gorgeous, but it is
recommended to dress for the
very cool nights. A picnic in
the grove before the show has
been a tradition for many lo-
cals; the space opens early to
accommodate the dinners.
More information and tickets
can be found at calshakes.org

‘Aga’ — an ode to a disappearing world
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By Sophie Braccini

This month's presentation by
the International Film Show-
case brings to Orinda a gem
from the North, “Aga,” - the
Bulgarian selection for this
year's Oscar that is an ode to a
vanishing world, the world of
the Iakoutes whose country,
the coldest inhabited region
of the world, lies in the North-
East of Siberia.

Nanouk and Sedna live a
simple and tough traditional
life, by themselves, in the
middle of an endless desert of
snow and ice. Their every day
life is spent finding food, fish-
ing or hunting, taking care of
their yurt, making nets, traps,
clothing, and everything they
need to survive with their
dog. They are not young any-
more, maybe in their 50s, and
every day they notice the
changes that are affecting

their environment: there is
less fishing, animals die for
no apparent reason, spring
comes sooner, planes and
even helicopters appear in
their immense sky.

But on Sedna’s side there
is a secret wound that is
deeply hurting her. What is it?
Is she feeling in the flesh the
hurt her mother’s heart en-
dures? Change and “progress”
have disintegrated the Iak-
oute family and the film bears
emotional witness to their
demise. Bulgarian director
Milko Lazarov has created a
movie about a lost people, but
it also speaks of universal
themes of love and loss.

The measured film may
surprise the American movie-
goer; not much is said and ac-
tion is sparse. It is a slow
painting of a magnificent
country, almost a documen-
tary of what was and will no
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longer be. The light, the col-
ors, and the music create a
poetic and almost hypnotic
spectacle: strange, different
and totally worth a movie
ticket.

Movie buffs will of course
think of the 1922 docudrama
by Robert Flaherty “Nanook
of the North” that depicted
the life of an Inuit family in
the Canadian Arctic. No doubt
that Lazarov gave that same
name to the main character in
homage to the early 20th cen-
tury silent film.

The presentation at the
Orinda Theatre will be a U.S.
premiere of “Aga.” Winner of
24 international awards from
Bulgaria, France and Ger-
many, the movie will open on
Oct. 4 and play for at least one
week. For information, visit
www.orindamovies.com.
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Saturday, October 5", 2019
12:00 Noon - 10:00 p.m.
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DELICIOUS HOMEMADE PASTRIES

LIVE SERBIAN Music,
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PLEASE JOIN US !

Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church
1700 School Street; Moraga, CA 94556

INVITES YOU TO OUR ANNUAL
Serbian Food Festival
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¢ SARMA ¢ KOBASICE ¢ CEVAPCICI ¢ RAZNICI
¢ PORK & LAMB ¢ BEVERAGES ¢ OTHER FAVORITES
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TRUMPET ORCHESTRA, & MORE!
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SMILE IS EVEY‘{‘

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Taking care of all
dental needs for you
and your family.

Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry
with implants, and
Invisalign. Nitrous
oxide is available.

Consultations are
complementary.

Dentistry with
Excellence.

96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Your one-call plumber!

LeapFrog
|Plumbing

| Gas Water & Sewer

Doé‘é your plumbmg give you a

FRIGHT ?
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ZOilt Zap OutTr

ouble--before trouble zaps you.

50% OFF CRAWL UNDER (it can be scary ® ® down under vour house!)

Good Preventive Plumbing measures will
protect you and your family from true life

horror stories; Broken pipes, holes in venting,
electrolysis, sneaky leaks, and more eeeek! |

Inspection
icrawl space plumbing

*VISIbIe and accessible plumbing; Homeowners
only; most houses. Thru 11/15/2019

D —B
Family-owned & serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

We Hop o It!

05 377-6600

www. LeapFrogPlumbing.com




